
Whether we want them or not, the New Year will bring new challenges; whether we seize 

them or not, the New Year will bring new opportunities.  ~Michael Josephson 

 

Dear Members of the Middle School Family, 

  

As we enter the New Year, what an opportune time to reflect on the good fortune we enjoy as 

Americans and members of the Garden City community. The start of the year brings a time for 

meaningful self-reflection, a turning from fruitless practices, a personal commitment to 

improve our health and family relationships….a time to start anew.  If we think about it, this is 

a great strength of our school. Metaphorically, a school must strive to be about fresh starts, 

second chances and new opportunities.  

  

Whenever reasonable, this is our school philosophy. We seek to ensure that our children always 

have opportunities for fresh beginnings whether with academics, relationships, or school 

discipline. As examples, in Grade 6 we do not provide students with a full year report card 

running average and we do not provide a Grade 6 through 8 cumulative average.  Moreover, we 

know that all children will make minor behavioral mistakes and will hopefully learn from them.  

The same is true with academics.  A child unsuccessful in a specific academic subject in Grade 6 

may be highly successful in that same subject when in Grade 9. Children develop academically, 

socially and emotionally, at different ages.  We know that fresh starts for children are 

educationally and ethically the right thing to do. 

  

Moreover, we know that children are not born to act kindly, politely, and share. If you do not 

believe that, take a look at a typical two year old; they scream whenever frustrated, try to take 

whatever they want, and are absolutely convinced that every other human being exists solely for 

their own personal gratification.  As children grow, they (hopefully) mature, internalize 

empathy and learn correct social behavior. Ultimately, correct behavior is learned in the home, 

community, and school. Therefore, we should expect our pre-teen children to make mistakes, 

receive consequences, and learn from them. As parents, this is what we do; we counsel, 

sometimes admonish, or give a consequence, and then always give our own children a fresh 

start. Why?....Because love always forgives, and children need second chances.  

  

With warmest regards, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D. 
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Emotional and moral intelligence may be more important than “native intelligence.” 
  

 I grew up hearing this little platitude from my parents: “It’s not IQ, it’s ‘I will.’” They wanted to instill the idea that even the 

highest intelligence quotient doesn’t spell success without some determination and good old-fashioned hustle. Yes, IQ tests are used 

as a gauge of logical reasoning and technical intelligence. And children who score high are more likely than those with low IQs to suc-

ceed academically and in business. But those high scores might not have as much to do with raw intelligence as they do with how mo-

tivated kids are to do well on the tests. In recent years, studies by researchers from the University of Pennsylvania have shown that 

test takers who are promised rewards for doing well on IQ and other cognitive tests score higher. A Science magazine article notes 

University of Michigan psychologist Richard Nisbett’s book, Intelligence and How to Get It, which maintains that motivation is a major 

determiner for success. “A high IQ and a subway token will only get you into town,” Nesbitt tells Science.  

 Now, according to a recent Forbes magazine article, researchers from the Carnegie Institute of Technology suggest that a 

scant 15 percent of financial success is due to technical knowledge; the rest can be attributed to skills in “human engineering” – i.e. 

your personality and ability to communicate, negotiate and lead. According to the article, Nobel Prize-winning psychologist Daniel 

Kahneman found that people would rather do business with a person they like and trust rather than someone they don’t, even if the 

likeable person is offering a lower quality product or service at a higher price. 

 So what can you develop in addition to native smarts? The “I will” of today, according to Forbes, is EQ (Emotional Intelli-

gence), MQ (Moral Intelligence) and BQ (Body Intelligence) – all somewhat difficult to measure, but with a combined significance 

that’s far greater than IQ.  

 Your EQ is your awareness of your own feelings and those of others, and using emotions that are appropriate to different 

situations, as well as having healthy coping techniques for stress. MQ is a gauge of your integrity, responsibility, sympathy and for-

giveness. The Forbes article suggests you can raise your MQ by making fewer excuses and taking responsibility for your actions, 

avoiding little white lies, showing tolerance of other people’s shortcomings, and communicating respect to others. And while it can 

be easy to deny the mind-body connection, listening to your body, eating energy-giving foods and getting enough exercise and rest 

largely determine your feelings, thoughts, self-confidence and energy level – all of which can dramatically benefit the functioning of 

your brain and your performance at work.    

 Do you feel that society’s opinions on IQ are evolving? Forbes maintains that a person with less education who has fully de-

veloped their EQ, MQ and BQ can be far more successful than a highly educated person who falls short emotionally, morally and 

physically. What’s your take? 

IQ vs. “I Will” b y  A n d r e a  B e n n e t t   

http://news.sciencemag.org/sciencenow/2011/04/what-does-iq-really-measure.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/keldjensen/2012/04/12/intelligence-is-overrated-what-you-really-need-to-succeed/
http://responsibility-project.libertymutual.com/about/contributors/andrea-bennett


SCHOOL CLOSING/DELAYED OPENING INFORMATION 

 In case of an emergency, ConnectEd, the District’s automatic calling system, will notify 

parents or guardians of students registered in Garden City Public Schools about a school closing 

or delayed opening by phone and/or email. Please do not contact the Police Department or Fire 

Department for school closing information. 

 

I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

MIDYEAR BENCHMARK EXAMINATION SCHEDULE 

January 17  World Languages Exams Thursday 

January 18 World Languages Exams Friday 

January 22 Social Studies Exams Tuesday 

January 23 Math Exams Wednesday 

January 24 English Language Arts Exams Thursday 

January 25 Science Exams Friday 

Radio Stations Television Stations Web Sites 

WCBS 880AM News 12 Long Island www.1010wins.com 

WALK 1370 AM WABC 7 www.7online.com 

WINS 1010 AM WNBC 4 www.news12.com 

WOR 710 AM WCBS 2  

WBLI 106.1 FM FOX 5  

WHLI 1100 AM   

FEBRUARY 

 

February 12 

Board of  

Education Mtg. 

8:15 PM 

 

February 18 

No Classes 

School Closed 

 

February 19* 

No Classes 

School Closed 
(*unless emergency  

closing occurs) 

 

February 27 

SEPTA Speaker 

7:30 PM 

Dr. Steven Aletkin 
from CHADD  

(Children and Adults with 

Attention Deficit/  

Hyperactivity Disorder) 

 

 

  

CHANGE IN 2012-2013 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 The school district has modified its calendar for 2012-13 by reducing the February recess 

in order to compensate for the loss of instructional time that occurred as a result of Hurricane 

Sandy and the storm of the following week.  

 Our school district will now be in full session on February 20, 21, and 22. If one emer-

gency closing occurs, February 19 will be a day of school.  If two emergency closings occur, April 

1 will be a day of school.   

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 



ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES 

 Students will be assigned to lunch detention (20 minutes) upon their third unexcused lateness to school within a marking 

quarter. Detention will be served the same day as the third lateness to school. Please make every effort to arrive to school on time. 

Remember, lateness to school disrupts your education and the education of your classmates upon your arrival to class.  

 The telephone number to report absences and lateness is 478-3009. You can reach the number at any time; the machine is 

always on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tardiness for the following reasons only: sickness or death in family, impass-

able roads or weather, religious observance, school-supervised trips, and required presence in court. Absence or tardiness for any 

other reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to advise the school of a child’s absence or lateness by telephoning the 

school before 9:00 a.m. The school will telephone the homes of any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child 

early from school, please sign him or her out from the attendance office which is located next to the nurse’s office. 

I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB 
 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web pages. If your 

child is ill for more than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class work must be made through the 

guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for homework assignments or have your child contact a classmate 

for absences of three days or less. In the instance of any absence, parents and students should not email teachers 

directly to gather assignments.  This request can only be made through the guidance office.  

EMAIL COMMUNICATION 
  Email is a wonderful communication tool for parents and school personnel. However, as fast as it is, it cannot take the place 

of conversation on the phone or in person. Additionally, too often emails are sent in the heat of the moment and therefore may not 

assist with a healthy exchange of information. If you are upset, it is better to wait an hour before clicking on that send button. More-

over, it is at times easy to misinterpret the "voice" of the writer and misunderstandings may result. We all need to keep emails po-

lite, professional, succinct and reasonable in number. Of course, we welcome your communication outreaches to us in all formats, 

since, after all, we are all focused on one fundamental goal -- helping our children succeed.  

NO DROP-OFF OF COMMERICAL FOOD TO THE CAFETERIA 
 Please do not drop off ice cream or food to students in the cafeteria.  Invariably feelings are hurt when       

children are excluded.  Thank you for your assistance. 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISAL 

 For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart Avenue entrance.  

After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the Middle School Library/Cafeteria entrance 

for the pick-up of students.  In addition, parents must refrain from parking/standing on both sides of the Flag 

Pole Circle during arrival and dismal times in order for traffic to flow consistently.  Parents must remain in 

their cars.  We appreciation your cooperation in keeping our children safe. 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

       CHARACTER EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

 On November 1-4, 2012, teachers Melissa Wolk and Kimberly Greenwald attended the Character Education Partnership’s 

Conference in Washington DC.  At the conference, the teachers participated in a variety of workshops, lectures, keynote speaker 

presentations, and training sessions.  In an effort to become a State School of Character, Ms. Wolk and Ms. Greenwald will be devel-

oping an action plan for implementation with the school’s Anti-Bullying Task Force and administration team.  In March, the middle 

school’s faculty meeting will focus on Character Education. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR CHILDREN AFFECTED BY HURRICANE SANDY 

 On December 11, 2012, the Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) hosted a holiday bake sale during all lunch 

periods.  The proceeds were used to buy presents for children affected by Hurricane Sandy.  The club mem-

bers wrapped the presents during their holiday gathering.   

 LEADERS UPDATE 

 On November  27, Garden City Middle School’s peer leadership group met to discuss this year’s anti-bullying lessons, ac-

tivities, and projects.  Over 100 students from homebase classes in grades 6 through 8 participated in this special event.  The group 

welcomed members from Lori Kuster’s high school leadership group, Students Helping Students, at its December 12 meeting.  The 

high school students showed an anti-bullying slideshow to each middle school group.  Using the information they learned, middle 

school LEADERS will be creating a “Trivia” game to help educate their classmates on bullying awareness. Each month the students 

will meet to learn a mini peer lesson that they will then “teach” to their respective homebase classes.   

COMING SOON 

 Garden City Middle School is excited to expand its Community Service Program.  In the next few 

months, students will be asked to volunteer for peer tutoring, morning “greeter” positions, and the raising of the 

flag.  Furthermore, the school will be developing a Community Room to be utilized during all of the school’s 

special charity and fundraising events.  Our new slogan, the Garden City Way, will symbolize the school’s mis-

sion to create kind, caring, respectful, and responsible children. 

  HOMEBASE NEWS 

 During the past couple of months, students participated in a variety of anti-bullying activities during homebase.  Not only 

did students sign their name on our school’s anti-bullying contract, but students also participated in a Student Council sponsored 

team-building exercise.  Students worked together to decorate their classroom door with items representing their Garden City spirit.  

This month students will participate in an anti-bullying poster contest.  The contest will focus around the school’s new saying “The 

Garden City Way!”  Please contact Ms. Greenwald for more information. 

THE HERODOTUS SOCIETY 

 The Herodotus Society, the Middle School’s social studies club, collected six boxes of 

donations for the Veterans’ Hospital in Northport this November. The donations were picked 

up by Mr. Bailey of the Marine Corps League, Sunrise Detachment for distribution to the veter-

ans. They would like to thank all of the staff members and students who donated. 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

MATH OLYMPIADS MEET 1 

 Despite a delay due to Hurricane Sandy, Sixth Grade Math Olympians competed in their first meet of the year on 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012.  This is the thirteenth year we entered two teams of 35 students each. Our school score for this meet 

(total of the top 10) was 47 out of a possible 50.  That’s a fantastic start!  Seven students received a perfect 5!  There were twenty 

students with only one incorrect! 

 

                          

         

 

  

AMERICAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION (AMC) 
 

The results of the AMC 8 are in! 
 

The top scorers and their scores (out of 25) are: 
 

6th grade 

First Place – Aidan Coyne (12) 

Second Place – Elsie Schaubeck (11) 

Third Place (tie) – Christian McGannon, Sonia Subramaniam,  

& Matthew Trapasso (10) 
 

7th grade 

First Place – Brandon Gong (25) 

Second Place – Alan Jian (16) 

Third Place – Andrew DeSantis (14) 
 

8th grade 

First Place – Walter Cook (18) 

Second Place (tie) – Jack Bingham & Patrick Murtagh (16) 

Third Place (tie) – Mairead Pfaff & Seunghyun Woo (15) 
 

Brandon Gong (7th grade) is the school winner with a perfect score of 25.  This is the only time in the eight years we have given 

the AMC 8 here at GCMS that someone received a perfect score.   

Congratulations, Brandon, on your extraordinary achievement!!   

 

The top three scorers gave GCMS a team score of 59. 

Any participants wishing to see their scores can stop by room 243 to see Mrs. Heid. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL WINNERS AND PARTICIPANTS!! 

NAME T E A C H E R  S C O R E  

Aidan Coyne Orrego 5 

Jamie Derkasch Hakes 5 

Christian Durante Petro 5 

Isabella Herrera Hakes 5 

Nicholas Krawiec Nardone 5 

Aidan Pfaff Drogin 5 

Elsie Schaubeck Petro 5 



 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 
The GCMS Library opens at 7:30 a.m. 

  
  

 

  

  

  

A Soldier's Secret: The Incredible True Story of Sarah 

Edmonds, a Civil War Hero 

by Marissa Moss 

 

A Soldier’s Secret tells the story of Sarah Emma Edmonds, who masqueraded as a man 

named Frank Thompson during the Civil War. Among her many adventures, she was a 

nurse on the battlefield and a spy for the Union Army, and was captured by (and escaped 

from) the Confederates. The novel is narrated by Sarah, offering readers an in-depth look 

not only at the Civil War but also at her journey to self-discovery. 

  

The book includes a Civil War timeline, archival photos, a glossary of names, and a de-

tailed note on sources.Show More Show Less 

  

  

 

Toby Wheeler: Eighth Grade Benchwarmer 

By Thatcher Heldring 

 

When Toby Wheeler has a chance to join the junior high basketball team, he’s eager to 

prove he can keep up with his best friend, JJ. But practice doesn’t go quite as Toby has 

planned, and when the coach announces the lineup, Toby’s hopes of playing ball with JJ 

are history: he’s an eighth-grade benchwarmer! 

 
  

Splendors and Glooms 

By Laura Amy Schlitz 

 

The master puppeteer, Gaspare Grisini, is so expert at manipulating his stringed puppets 

that they appear alive. Clara Wintermute, the only child of a wealthy doctor, is spellbound 

by Grisini’s act and invites him to entertain at her birthday party. Seeing his chance to 

make a fortune, Grisini accepts and makes a splendidly gaudy entrance with caravan, pup-

pets, and his two orphaned assistants. 
 

Lizzie Rose and Parsefall are dazzled by the Wintermute home. Clara seems to have every-

thing they lack — adoring parents, warmth, and plenty to eat. In fact, Clara’s life is shad-

owed by grief, guilt, and secrets. When Clara vanishes that night, suspicion of kidnapping 

falls upon the puppeteer and, by association, Lizzie Rose and Parsefall. 

 

As they seek to puzzle out Clara’s whereabouts, Lizzie and Parse uncover Grisini’s crimi-

nal past and wake up to his evil intentions. Fleeing London, they find themselves caught in 

a trap set by Grisini’s ancient rival, a witch with a deadly inheritance to shed before it’s 

too late. 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Horse-Road-Troon-Harrison/dp/1599908468/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1350065933&sr=8-1&keywords=horse+road
http://www.amazon.com/The-Horse-Road-Troon-Harrison/dp/1599908468/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1350065933&sr=8-1&keywords=horse+road

